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Dear Supporter, 

Thank you for your 

faithful support of 

Behnan Konutgan 

in Turkey. Whether 

your support is  

financial or 

through prayer, his 

work in Turkey and 

the spread of the   

Gospel would not 

be possible      

without you. 

Please enjoy this 

latest update from 

Behnan.   

 

Thank you for your 

partnership with 

the Interna�onal 

Needs ministry. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

 

I greet you all in the name of our Lord Jesus. I would like to share some thoughts 

about how to love the refugees around us and how to deal with them.  

 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will obtain mercy.” (Mat. 5:7).  

 

Scripture:  Mat. 9:36; 15:32: 25:34-45; Luke 10:25-37; 1 John  3:16-20 

 

Those who have mercy are full of love, compassion, and sympathy towards others 

who are alone, who have no shelter, and who suffer. A merciful person has pity on 

those who are in need and homeless. The 

Christian acts in the model of the Lord Jesus, 

who had pity on the servant (Mat. 18:23-35). 

 

The Hebrew word for mercy is chesedh; and it is 

an untranslatable word. It does not mean only to 

sympathize with a person in the popular sense of 

the term; nor does it mean simply to feel sorry 

for someone in trouble. Chesedh, mercy, means 

the ability to get right inside another person’s 

skin and see things with his eyes, think things 

with her mind, and feel things with their feelings. 

 

Many people do not even try to do this. We are so concerned with our own feelings 

that we are not concerned with the feelings of anyone else. When we are sorry for 

someone, it is, as it were, from outside. We do not make an effort to get inside the 

other person’s mind and heart. To do so is of course not easy, but as Christians, our 

calling is to do so as Christ Jesus did. Our Lord was compassionate toward people in 

need, marginalized by the rules of society, as exemplified in the story of the leper 
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(Mat. 8:1-4). In that time, lepers were in terrible condition, and were treated as if they were, in effect, dead. 

The lepers were cast out of society; according to the law, it was even forbidden to touch them. But when Jesus 

saw the leper coming to him, ‘He stretched out his hand and touched him... and immediately his leprosy was 

cleansed.’ 

 

In the same way, as Christians, our responsibility is to serve the world, to serve those in need, to be light and 

salt to them and give them hope. Jesus our Lord is our example. He said, “I have compassion for the 

crowd” (Mat. 15:32). As “Jesus had compassion on [those in need],” so must we (Mat. 20:34).  Jesus also wept 

for the bereaved. We have also to bear the failing and the weak, and not to please ourselves. 

 

In Turkey, we have been working among the refugees from Iraq and Syria. There are between 2-3 million 

refugees in Turkey. We first visited the camps of Yezidis who came from the Şengal mountain. The Islamic 

State [ISIS, or ISIL] first killed thousands of those people because they are not 

Muslim. The refugees were in terrible condition, having left their homes and 

taking nothing with them—no home, no country, no passport, no money, no food. 

We first embraced them, we spoke with them about hope, we loved them and we 

prayed for them.  Then we distributed to them food, medicine, and clothes, and 

diapers for the children. We made several such visits to these camps. 

  

We visited other camps as well. We are committed to the refugees who came 

from Kobani, Syria—the Kurdish people. We teach their children Arabic and 

Math, and sometimes we pray for them. We let them know that the support is 

from the churches. We hear good stories, and some of them have come to know 

Christ.  

 

There are hundreds of refugees around us. They are hopeless, weak and very much in need. We should have a 

merciful heart toward those people. We should visit them and help them in what they need, no matter the 

background, ethnicity, or religion they came from. As Jesus 

did, we as His followers have to do the same.   Our attitude 

should be the same as that of Christ Jesus. 

 

As IN Turkey, we had a busy summer with three camps. 

After the camp three teenagers have been baptized. In their 

testimonies they said they had learned a lot from the children 

and teenagers camps. This encouraged us much. These 

young will soon be teachers and pastors for His glory. 

 

I had another baptism ceremony in our Church. Five young 

men and two young women were baptized. They gave 

Interna�onal Needs strives to be the best stewards of ministry dollars. In order to do so, we have 

begun delivering as many updates via email as we are able to. If you have a different email address 

you prefer, or if you need to con�nue to receive a paper copy of these updates please email us at 

sponsorship@interna�onalneeds.us and we will update our records.  

Thank you! 

Behnan with a few       

refugee women 

Behnan baptizing young people at the church 



themselves to Christ. 

 

There are still problems continuing throughout the country as a result of the attempted coup in July. It is 

getting worse in the East, fighting between the Turkish army and the PKK, the Kurdish group. 

 

Please Pray 

• For peace in the country. 

• For the Christian workers and churches in the country. 

• For  the Christian kids in school. For their protection. 

• For the INTR staff and their families. 

 

Thank you very much for your cooperation in the Kingdom. 

 

In His Service,                                                                                      

 

Behnan Konutgan 
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